The study of theology demands guidance, organization, humility, and grit. That said, the study of theology by all believers is the democratization of grace, the freedom of all people of good will to be dazzled by divine wisdom and passionately in love with Lady Wisdom, who delighted the Lord "from the beginning."
___________________________________________________

If you think you need a broad refresher or introduction, consider:

The Story of Christianity Volume 1: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation [2010] by Justo L. Gonzalez

And/or

A History of Christian Thought in One Volume [2014] by Justo L. Gonzalez

And/or

Catholicism: A Global History from the French Revolution to Pope Francis [2022] by John T. McGreevy

____________________________________________________


CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY: AN INTRODUCTION

Theology: The Basics [2011, 3rd Edition] by Alister E. McGrath
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review
Later Edition, Christian Theology: An Introduction [2019] info available here

The College Student's Introduction to Christology [1996] by William P. Loewe
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

Christian Doctrine and Modern Culture (Since 1700): (Volume 5) [1991] 
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review


LITURGY

Doors to the Sacred [2014 Edition] by Joseph Martos
Ligouri Publications Review  

Advent: The Once and Future Coming of Jesus Christ [2018] by Fleming Rutledge
Amazon Book Site Reviews

Why Catholics Can’t Sing [2013 edition] by Thomas Day
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

The Rites and Wrongs of Liturgy: Why Good Liturgy Matters [2018] by Thomas O’Loughlin Liturgical Press Review

Sin in the Sixties: Catholics and Confession 1955-1975 [2016] by Maria C. Morrow Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

SCRIPTURE

Reading the Old Testament: An Introduction; Second Edition [2012] by Father Lawrence Boadt  Logos Review      Amazon Book Site Review

The Five Books of Moses: A Translation with Commentary [2004] by Robert Alter  Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

Joshua: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture (Volume 5) [1998] by David M. Howard     Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

The David Story: A Translation with Commentary of 1 and 2 Samuel [2000] 
By Robert Alter Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

I Kings (Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 12) [2004]
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review
Word Biblical Commentary Vol. 13, 2 Kings [1986] by T.R. Hobbs
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review


1, 2 Chronicles [1994] by J.A. Thompson
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah [1983] by Charles Fencham
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

The Gospel of Matthew (Sacra Pagina Series, Vol 1) [1991] by Father Daniel J. Harrington    Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

The Forty Parables of Jesus [2021] by Gerhard Lohfink
Liturgical Press Review.

The Resurrection of the Messiah: A Narrative Commentary on the Resurrection Accounts in the Four Gospels [2013] by Francis J. Moloney 
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

 
HISTORY

A History of the Jews [1988] by Paul Johnson
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review   2002 edition here

The Early Church [1993] by Henry Chadwick Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review 

How Rome Fell: Death of a Superpower [2009] by Adrian Goldsworthy   Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

Western Society and the Church in the Middle Ages [1990] by R.W. Southern Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

Medieval Christianity: A New History [2015] by Kevin Madigan
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

A History of the Franciscan Order: From Its Origins to the Year 1517 [1988] by John Moorman  Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

The Spiritual Franciscans: From Protest to Persecution in the Century After Saint Francis [2001] by David Burr
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

The First Crusade: A New History [2004] by Thomas Asbridge
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

The Fourth Crusade and the Sack of Constantinople [2005] by Jonathan Phillips Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

The Refashioning of Catholicism, 1450-1700: A Reassessment of the Counter Reformation [1999] by Robert Bireley
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

The Church and the Age of Reason, 1648-1789 [1990] by Gerald R. Cragg Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

Dogs of God: Columbus, The Inquisition, and the Defeat of the Moors [2006] by James Reston, Jr. Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

The Reformation: A History [2004] by Diarmaid McCulloch
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

Catholicism: A Global History from the French Revolution to Pope Francis [2022] Notre Dame Review

MORALITY

A History of Catholic Theological Ethics [2022] James F. Keenan, SJ
NCR Review

Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretations [2005] by Kenneth Himes, Editor  Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review
2017 Edition info available here
 

SPIRITUALITY

Sacred Reading: The Ancient Art of Lectio Divina [1995] by Michael Casey
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

New Seeds of Contemplation [1961, 2007] by Thomas Merton
New Directions Publishing Review

Francis de Sales, Jane de Chantal: Letters of Spiritual Direction (Classics of Western Spirituality [Published 1988, Paulist Press]
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

John Baptist De La Salle: The Spirituality of Christian Education (Classics of Western Spirituality) Translated 2004, Paulist Press
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

 ECCLESIOLOGY: THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH

Trent: What Happened at the Council [2013] by John W. O’Malley 
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

Vatican I: The Council and the Making of the Ultramontane Church [2018] by John W. O’Malley Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

Ecclesiology at the Beginning of the Third Millennium [2019] Edited by Wagner, Naumann and McGregor   Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

What Happened at Vatican II [2008] by John W. O’Malley Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

Vatican Council II [1968, revised 1999] by Xavier Rynne aka Rev. Francis X. Murphy   Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

Keys to the Council: Unlocking the Teachings of Vatican II [2012] by Gaillardetz and Clifford    Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review





CHURCH LAW/CANON LAW

A Concise Guide to Canon Law: A Practical Handbook for Pastoral Ministers [2000] by Kevin E. McKenna and Aldean B. Hensrickson   Ave Maria Press Review

Canon Law Explained [2015] by Fr. Laurence Spiteri Sophia Press Review

An Analysis of Diocesan Marriage Preparation Policies
 [2005] by United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

PHILOSOPHY AND THEOLOGY

The Age of Reform, 1250-1550: An Intellectual and Religious History of Late Medieval and Reformation Europe [1981] by Steven Ozment Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review


BIOGRAPHIES

Augustine of Hippo: A Biography [2000] by Peter Brown
Review from "Theology Along the Way"

Francis of Assisi: A Revolutionary Life [2001] by Adrian House
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

Calvin [2009] by F. Bruce Gordon
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

John XXIII: Pope of the Century [2005] by Peter Hebblethwaite
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review


Light of Assisi: The Story of Saint Clare [2021] by Margaret Carney, OSF
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review


Erasmus and the Age of Reformation [1924] by Johan Huizinga
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

Cure D'Ars Today: St. John Vianney [1988] by Father George Rutler
Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

Dagger John: Archbishop John Hughes and the Making of Irish America [2018] by John Loughery  America Magazine Review

America's Bishop: The Life and Times of Fulton J. Sheen [2002] by Thomas C. Reeves      Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

NOVELS BY CATHOLIC AUTHORS

Morte d’Urban [1962] by J.F. Powers
Kirkus Review

Wheat That Springeth Green [1988] by J.F. Powers
Kirkus Review

Prince of Darkness [1947, Short Stories] by J.F. Powers
Kirkus Review

The Cloister [2018] by James Carroll     Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

After This [2007] by Alice McDermott   Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

A History of Loneliness [2015] by John Boyne Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

The Edge of Sadness [1962, 2005] by Edwin O’Connor Amazon/Catechist Cafe Review

The Last Report on the Miracles at Little No Horse [2001] by Louise Erdrich 
Kirkus Review
















